INTRODUCTION
Of the nearly 600 alien marine species of Metazoa that have been recorded in the Mediterranean Sea, two-thirds have established durable populations of ever larger range (Galil, 2008a, b) . The majority of the aliens originate from the IndoPacific region and have entered the Mediterranean through the Suez Canal (Erythrean aliens). Nine species of alien penaeid prawns occur in the Levant Basin, eastern Mediterranean, all of them known from the Turkish coast: Marsupenaeus japonicus (Bate, 1888), Metapenaeus monoceros (Fabricius, 1798), Penaeus semisulcatus De Haan, 1844 , Melicertus hathor (Burkenroad, 1959 , Metapenaeopsis aegyptia Galil, 1990 , Metapenaeopsis mogiensis consobrina (Nobili, 1904 , Metapenaeus stebbingi (Nobili, 1904) , Trachysalambria palaestinensis (Steinitz, 1932) , and Fenneropenaeus merguiensis (De Man, 1888 ) (cf. Galil, 2008a . All the alien penaeids but one (F. merguiensis) have entered the Mediterranean through the Suez Canal. The first three species are highly valued commercially and constitute most of the prawn catch off southeastern Turkey (Duruer et al., 2008) .
Extensive studies conducted in 2003-2005 of the commercial prawn trammel net fishery targeting the native Mediterranean prawn, Melicertus kerathurus (Forskål, 1775) inİzmir Bay, have revealed no alien prawns, either in the landed catch or in the discard (Gökçe & Metin, 2007; Akyol, 2008) .
NOTES AND NEWS

MATERIAL, RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Metapenaeus affinis (H. Milne Edwards, 1837) occurs in the Indo-West Pacific, from the Persian Gulf and the Arabian Sea, to Indonesia, China, the Philippines, and New Guinea (Miquel, 1982) . Adults inhabit sandy-muddy and muddy bottoms to a depth of 55 m and may form large shoals in mud bank areas. Juveniles inhabit estuaries and lagoons (Holthuis, 1980) . The species is of major commercial importance in the Persian Gulf, where it is commonly captured on shallow, muddy bottoms (Salman et al., 1990) . It is commercially cultured in the Philippines (Miquel, 1982) .
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